
7S C HO L A S T I CsourceAEJMC Scholastic Journalism Division

Karen Flowers
S O U T H  C A R O L I N A

Robinson to receive David Adams 
Educator of the Year award 

Judy L. Robinson, assistant 
professor in the Department of 
Journalism in the College of 
Journalism and Communications at 
the University of Florida will receive 
the Scholastic Journalism Division’s 
David Adams Journalism Educator 
of the Year Award at the AEJMC 
conference in St. Louis.

Robinson is a leader in the use 
of new technology in journalism 
education. She is an early adopter 
in her own technology use and 
classroom teaching. One of her great 
talents is in sharing her technology 
abilities beyond her own classroom 
in ways that help others improve 
their own teaching with technology.

At the division’s midwinter 
meetings, Robinson has led sessions 
that have introduced participants 
to new technologies and how those 
technologies can be implemented in 
college and high school journalism 
classrooms. Her presentations for 
the division include: “Strategic 
Blogging” (2010), “Technology 
Update: Here Come the PodPeople” 
(2006), and “The Latest in 
Technology: Convergence in your 
Palm” (2002). 

Beyond her formal presentations, 
Robinson is seen as the go-to person 
in the division for questions about 
technology. Division members 

their own teaching and use of 
new technology in their scholastic 
journalism work. 

“I have attended several of 
Professor Robinson’s presentations,” 
Jack Dvorak, professor at Indiana 
University and former director of the 
High School Journalism Institute at 
IU, said. “She has expertise in new 
media, and her outstanding demon-

strations of 
various new 
technologies 
in journalism 
have made 
major con-
tributions to 
the division. 
Personally, I 
have gained 
much knowl-

edge, insight and even a certain 
competence in various types of 
new media because of her program 
leadership in this area. 

“Indeed, I was so impressed with 
her that I invited her to team-teach 
a New Technology workshop for 
secondary school teachers at Indiana 
University’s School of Journalism in 
summer 2008, the last summer that 
I directed workshops at Indiana. She 
provided an excellent workshop, and 
teaching evaluations were excellent 
following that intense, one-week 
seminar which featured much hands-
on learning as well as theory.”

The Indiana workshop was just 
one of many at which Robinson has 
been invited to teach. 

For more than 15 years, 
Robinson has been a leader of 
hands-on workshops at the JEA/
NSPA conventions, teaching 
sessions on the latest technology 
that have application for scholastic 
media. She has taught workshops 
on Dreamweaver, Podcasting, 
Flash, Soundslides, and handheld 
computers. Students and advisers, 
who take back what they learn 
in those workshops to their own 
schools, attend the sessions. 

One of the people who attended a 
podcast session Robinson taught was 
Carol Knopes, education director 
for the Radio Television Digital 
News Foundation. Seeing Robinson 
in action led Knopes to recruit 

Robinson and Julie Dodd, professor 
at the University of Florida, to 
develop two online courses for 
Poynter’s NewsU – Reporting Across 
Platforms and Video Storytelling 
for the Web. Those two courses 
have been taken by thousands 
of people (including high school 
journalism students) and now are 
part of NewsU’s Multimedia Basics 

“Judy Robinson is the rare 
journalism teacher who combines 
a solid print and broadcast 
journalism with the latest web, social 
networking and interactive skills,“ 
Knopes said. “She was teaching 
‘convergence journalism’ before 
we started using the term, and she 
uses her deep understanding of 
technology to meet the needs of 
journalism educators and students.”

Robinson also has worked with 
RTDNF to develop their High School 
Broadcast Journalism website.

Robinson’s gift of teaching new 
technology has been a real asset to 
the JEA Mentoring Program. As a 
member of the mentoring committee 
she coordinates the technology. 

“She has set up the committee’s 
blog (jeamentoring.org), which 
is a great resource for sharing 
information and documents and 
providing national visibility for 
the program,” Julie Dodd, JEA 
Mentoring Committee co-chair, said. 
“She is one of the workshop leaders 
for the mentor training sessions, 
helping the mentors learn about new 
technologies and how they can be 
incorporated into their mentoring and 
into the high school media programs. 
She has trained some of the mentors 
in the use of audio recorders, which 
they are using to create ‘Mentor 
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Linda Barrington, co-chair of 
the JEA Mentoring Committee, said 
although Robinson has a wealth of 
knowledge about working online, her 
greatest gift is making her students 
“whether 21 or 71 years old” feel 
comfortable with technology.  

“Her explanations for using 
Audacity to edit podcasts or using 
Skype to mentor new advisers 

are understandable and give us 

technology effectively,” Barrington 
said. “Judy encourages questions and 
then displays humor and enthusiasm 
in her answers. How can we NOT 
become more digitally talented with 
Digital Judy inspiring us to try more 
tools to work and share information 
more effectively.” 
Konnie Krislock, JEA mentor in 
California was a student in the 
mentor-training workshop this 
April at the Anaheim JEA/NSPA 
convention.

“Judy sat patiently in front 
of four mentors who gripped the 
microphones tightly. ‘Now let’s see if 
we can turn them around so that you 
are speaking into the mouthpiece,’ 
she suggested. I am sure the urge 
was great to just reach out and strike 
us! But her demeanor never waned. 
We complied. With just a few more 
pointed reminders she did what all 
good instructors do – she walked 
away and let us discover the art of 
recording on our own. We spoke into 
the right side, we watched the meter 
to make sure we were recording 
sound that could be heard and we 
kept up with the timing. When Judy 
returned we had a message to deliver. 
She listened. She beamed. She went 
on to more complex instruction. 
What a pro!”

Nick Ferentinos, JEA Mentoring 
Committee member, praises 
Robinson for her ability to keep up 
with trends.

“Judy is a valuable member of 

the committee, bringing a wide, 
informed view of the technology 
world our new teachers encounter 
daily,” Ferentinos said. “She stays 
current on best practices around 
employing technology in the 
classroom. Judy’s podcasts are a 
staple at the committee’s blog and 
website at jeamentoring.org.”

In addition to her teaching both 
college professors and students and 
high school advisers and students 
about the latest in technology, 
Robinson served as executive 
director of the Florida Scholastic 
Press Association from 2006 to 
2009. In this capacity, too, Robinson 
was a leader in technology use both 
to provide an innovative model of 
information delivery for members 
and to save organizational funds. 

She created a robust FSPA 

state SPA (Scholastic Press 
Association) directors to use 
Facebook. She worked to set up a 
hands-on computer lab at the FSPA 
conventions. In SPA Roundtables 
at the JEA/NSPA conventions, 
Robinson has shared technology 
ideas that have been used by other 
SPA directors in their association 
work.

Robinson’s work with FSPA 
required year-round attention to 

and budgeting.
“As former director of the Iowa 

High School Press Association (5 
years) and former director of the 
High School Journalism Institute at 
IU (22 years), I am fully aware of 
the intensity and time requirements 
that accompany such a leadership 
position,” Dvorak said. “That role 
also provides the director a chance 
to be a key liaison with high school 
students and teachers within the 
state.”

Teaching has always been in 
Robinson’s blood.

In the early ’80s she was an 
elementary teacher/librarian/media 
specialist at Mosa Central and 
Parkhill–West Williams Public 
School in Parkhill, Ontario, Canada. 

Then from 1987-1995 she was an 
English/media/writing teacher at 
Glencoe District High School in 
Glencoe, Ontario. Here she advised 
newspaper, yearbook, photography, 
video production, and coached 
basketball.

In 1995 she came to the United 
States to work on graduate degrees. 
While working on these degrees, she 
began helping others with technology 
as a computer Software Specialist 
for the Information Technology 
Center in the College of Journalism 
and Communications, University of 
Florida.

In this position she instructed 
the College’s faculty, staff and 
students on how to use computer 
labs for instruction, how to construct 
webpages, and how to use a variety 
of software on the College’s IBM 
LAN.

As Dodd said, Robinson’s 
technology teaching has enabled so 
many journalism educators, both at 
college and scholastic levels, to see 
new opportunities for their teaching 
and for student media.

“I have been fortunate to be a 
collaborator on a number of Judy’s 
technology initiatives,” Dodd said. 
“So I’ve seen her in action, helping 
high school students and advisers 
and college journalism educators 
realize the potential for improving 
their media products and/or their 
media teaching. Judy has that rare 
combination of being a technology 
person who also is adept in 
explaining technology use to others. 
An added strength is that she can 
help others see how learning a new 
technology can help them improve 
their own teaching and see that 
learning the technology is doable.”

The David Adams Journalism 
Educator of the Year Award is 
given annually during AEJMC’s 
summer conference to recognize a 
deserving division member for his/
her outstanding performance in the 
college/university classroom and in 
scholastic journalism workshops and 
conferences.
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